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It is difficult to imagine that Combinatorial Theory, which today is one of 
the most rapidly developing and highly popular parts of Mathematics, was 
only a short thirty years ago a nearly forgotten throwback to the last century. 
Relegated to a misty corner of the mathematical edifice the once proud 
Ars Combinatoria was practiced almost clandestinely and only by a vanishingly 
small group of mathematicians, who appeared to their contemporaries as 
dedicated though somewhat misguided eccentrics. 
Foremost among the keepers of the barely flickering combinatorial flame 
was JOHN RIORDAN. 
John’s work in Combinatorial Theory (or Combinatorial Analysis as 
he prefers to call it) is uncompromisingly classical in spirit and appearance. 
Though largely tolerant of modernity he does not let anyone forget that 
Combinatorial Analysis is the art and science of counting (enumerating is 
the word he prefers) and that a generating function by any other name or 
definition is still a generating function. 
John’s scientific career was spent at the Bell Telephone Laboratories, though 
for a while he worked in a different branch of ATT. After retiring in 1968 
he became afhliated with the Rockefeller University, where students and 
colleagues alike have been subjected to his wit and wisdom. 
John’s contribution to Combinatorial Analysis and Queuing Theory, 
and especially his books (An Introduction to Combinatorial Analysis, published 
in 1958 and translated into Russian in 1962; Stochastic Service Systems, 
published in 1962; and Combinatorial identities, published in 1968) are too 
well known to the readers of this Journal to require comment. 
What may come as a surprise is that John published a book of short 
stories in 1929, On the Make (which may in part explain the loving care with 
which he treats the English language), and that his second published scientific 
paper (1931) though only three pages long bears the formidable title 
Ausgleichstriime bei parallelen Einzelleitumgen, von denen die eine in der Et-de 
Iiegt und unendlich Iang ist. All of which goes to prove that combinatorialists 
are made, not born, but once made they remain combinatorialists forever. 
On the occasion of the publication of this volume honoring John Riordan, 
who by linking us with the past protects the future of Combinatorial Analysis, 
I join his many colleagues and friends in wishing him many years of happy 
counting-I mean enumerating! 
MARC KAC 
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